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learning: Supporting K-12 teachers 
and students. 
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TRADITIONAL SCENARIO: “Responsibilities” 
 

SCENARIO PLAN INFORMATION 

Author(s): Jennifer Berney 

Subject: SPHE (Social, Personal & Health 

Education) 

Topic: Responsibilities  

Age of students: 11–12-year-olds 

Preparation time: 15 minutes 

Teaching time: 70 minutes 
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TEACHER NOTES 

✔ Add here your comments and 
evaluation AFTER the implementation 
of this scenario that might help other 
teachers use it. 

 
ABSTRACT 

ADD HERE A PARAGRAPH SUMMARIZING THE TRADITIONAL SCENARIO PLAN. THIS 
TEXT WILL BE USED TO INTRODUCE IT WHEN IT IS PUBLISHED ONLINE, SO PLEASE 
TRY TO BE AS CLEAR AND CONCISE AS POSSIBLE. 

In this lesson, the children will explore the concept of responsibility, with special 
reference to rights and responsibilities in education. The children will learn that in 
addition to having human rights ourselves, we have a duty to respect the rights of 
others. They will also explore the idea that having a responsibility not only involves a 
duty not to do something which would interfere with another person’s human rights. 
It also implies a duty to do something if you can help someone who is in need. 

LESSON PLAN METHOD(S) INVOLVED (CHECK MORE THAN ONE, IF APPLICABLE) 

 Face to Face Learning  Blended Learning 

 On-Line Learning  Collaborative learning 

 Project-based learning  Inquiry based learning 

 Peer learning  Hands-on learning 

 Game based learning  Other 

 

  In case of Other, please elaborate: ....................................................................... 
 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES (based on Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

By completing this learning plan, students will achieve learning outcomes and learn 
skills such as: 

● EXPLORE THE CONCEPT OF ‘RESPONSIBILITY’ AND REFLECT ON DAILY 
RESPONSIBILITIES  

● CONSIDER THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
● REFLECT ON THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION AND LEARN ABOUT 

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN EDUCATION  
● RAISE CHILDREN’S AWARENESS OF THEIR OWN EDUCATION SYSTEM AND 

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF DIFFERENT PARTICIPANTS IN IT  
● PRACTICE AND DEVELOP SKILLS SUCH AS EMPATHY, ANALYSIS AND 

CRITICAL THINKING, GROUP DISCUSSION AND COOPERATIVE LEARNING  

 

 

 

https://www.ecsligocourses.com/cpd-courses/primary-courses/2329-child-protection-roles
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LESSON PLAN ACTIVITIES 

Describe here in detail all the activities during the lesson and the time they require. 
Make sure you properly describe the role of the students and teachers as well as how 
each activity is linked to the learning objectives of the LP.  
 

Name of the 
activity 

Learning Objectives Description 

Introduction to 
Responsibility – 
Toni Morrison’s 
Excerpt 

Students will: 
● explore the concept 

of responsibility 
through story and 
discussion. 

 
 

The teacher introduces the 
idea of responsibility to the 
children through an excerpt 
from the speech of Toni 
Morrison (see below), an 
African-American writer who 
won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature, when she 
reciveived her prize in 
Sweden in December 1993.  
 
Having read the excerpt, the 
teacher engages the children 
in discussion using the 
following questions:  
-Why do the young people go 
to the old woman and ask her 
the question? (They are 
mocking her/they think she’s 
a fraud).  
-Why do you think the old 
woman answers the young 
people in the way she does? 
(She does not like their 
behaviour. She thinks it is 
irresponsible).  
● Do you agree with what she 

says? Do you think she is as 
wise as everyone in the 
neighbourhood thinks? 
Why/why not?  

● Who is more wise? The old 
woman or the young 
people who try to outsmart 
her?  

● How does the writer 
explain the old woman’s 
response to the young 
people? What does she 
mean? 

● What do you think of the 
young people’s behaviour?  

● How does her explanation 
make you feel about the 
idea of having 
responsibilities? (For 
example, is having 
responsibility an 
opportunity, an honour, a 
challenge, daunting, 
limiting, fair or unfair? Does 
it depend on what the 
particular responsibility is?) 
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Taking a Closer Look 
at Responsibility 

The children will 
● explore and examine 

their personal idea 
of responsibility, 
their daily 
responsibilities and 
where they see 
responsibility in 
action.  

 

The teacher explains to the 
children that they are going 
to spend some time exploring 
the idea of ‘responsibility’. 
 
The class discuss the different 
ideas the children have about 
responsibility. The teacher 
facilitates a class brainstorm 
using each of the following 
cues/sentence starters: 
● Things I have responsibility 

for are… 
● Having responsibility for 

these things makes me 
feel… 

● I know a person who is 
responsible. I 
think………………………(name) 
is responsible because… 

● I think that someone is 
responsible if they 

 

Our Rights and 
Responsibilities 

The children will 
● Consider the 

relationship 
between rights and 
responsibilities.  

● Practice and 
develop skills such 
as empathy, 
analysis, critical 
thinking, group 
discussion and 
cooperative 
learning.  
 

 

Having previously explored 
the children’s rights, the 
teacher elicits from them 
what this means in relation to 
our responsibilities i.e. in 
order for others to enjoy 
their rights we have certain 
responsibilities. In order to 
explore this in detail the 
children work in small groups 
to complete the Rights and 
Responsibilities worksheet 
below. The groups then 
report back to the class. 
 
(A list of possible answers can 
be found below.) 
 
The teacher helps the 
children to arrive at the 
following links between 
rights and responsibilities: 
 
● Rights and responsibilities 

go together, like two sides 
of a coin; 

● We all have a responsibility 
to respect that every 
human being holds the 
same rights; 

● We also have a 
responsibility to practice 
our rights in ways that don’t 
disregard the rights of 
others 
 

Conclusion: Looking 
at our Rights and 
Responsibilities in 
Education 

The children will  
● Reflect on the 

importance of 
education and learn 
about rights and 
responsibilities in 
education  

In order to assess the 
children’s understanding of 
rights and responsibilities 
they will apply what they 
have learned to the rights 
that have direct relevance to 
their lives in school.  
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● develop their 
awareness of their 
own education 
system and the 
responsibilities of 
different participants 
in it  

● apply their 
knowledge of rights 
and responsibilities 
to their own lives. 

 

Using dotmocracy, the 
children select what they 
believe to be the articles from 
the Charter of Children’s 
rights most relevant to them 
in school.  
 
The pupils will then focus on 
the top five articles and 
complete a written activity 
where they identify the  
responsibilities for each of 
the selected rights.  
 
Examples of Rights and 
Responsibilities in Education 
can be found below this 
lesson plan. 

   

ACTIVITIES SEQUENCE 

Describe here in detail the sequence of the activities during the lesson and the time 
required. You can divide the activities into phases if needed.  
 

Name of the activity SEQUENCE No Duration 

Introduction to 
Responsibility – Toni 
Morrison’s Excerpt 

1 15 mins 

Taking a Closer Look at 
Responsibility 

2 15 mins 

Our Rights and 
Responsibilities 

3 20 mins 

Looking at our Rights 
and Responsibilities in 
Education 

4 20 mins 

TESTING / ASSESMENT 

Teacher observation of the pupil’s participation in the discussion around 
responsibility and their ability to make the link/conection between rights and 
responsibilities. 
 
Assessment of the children’s understanding of rights and responsibilities through 
their application of their knowledge to their lives in school in the aforementioned 
activity. (See Conclusion avticity above) 

LEARNING RESOURCES/SERVICES/TOOLS 

Provide information about any learning resources or services/tool that should 
support a learning activity.  
 

Name of the 
activity 

Name of learning 
resource or 
service/tool 

Description of learning 
resource or service/tool 

Introduction to 
Responsibility – 
Toni Morrison’s 
Excerpt 

Excerpt from Toni 
Morrison’s speech. 

 

 

Taking a Closer 
Look at 
Responsibility 

● PowerPoint with 
sentence 
starters/cues 
exploring 
responsibility. 

● Interactive 
Whiteboard 

 

The following questions will be 
on the PowerPoint 
presentation: 
● Things I have responsibility for 

are… 
● Having responsibility for 

these things makes me feel… 
● I know a person who is 

responsible. I 



 [MetaCivicEdu – IRELAND – (2) Responsibilities] 

 

 
 
Toni Morrison’s Excerpt 

think………………………(name) is 
responsible because… 

● I think that someone is 
responsible if they 

 

Our Rights and 
Responsibilities 

Group Worksheet 
 
Sample answers on 
worksheet 

Rights and Responsibilities 
worksheet (see below). 
 
Source:  
https://www.amnesty.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/LIFT-
OFF-Me-You-Everyone.pdf 
 

Looking at our 
Rights and 
Responsibilities in 
Education 

● whiteboard 
● whiteboard marker 
● paper for pupils to 

record their 
response 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

https://www.amnesty.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/LIFT-OFF-Me-You-Everyone.pdf
https://www.amnesty.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/LIFT-OFF-Me-You-Everyone.pdf
https://www.amnesty.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/LIFT-OFF-Me-You-Everyone.pdf
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Rights and Responsibilities Worksheet 
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Rights and Responsibilities Worksheet – Possible Answers
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Rights and Responsibilities in Education 

 


